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iealn . s agcless and mateh’ss:. eather is unigue and
ubiquitous, ser-"ng - mu'titude of human needs, both in
timas of war and © e2ce. roan iimes immemorial
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“aatears h. . 7 i18..c Ve "popularamony ‘' the young
anC fhe ... ~ath-* cio yng has become a4 uxury
“amaapre . ¢alo' fndiae ports fur coats, leather
germer 5, € * M. A glo.0g eathurs
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‘eather meats rndusiry’s needs, or exarpte, . sirial
belting ~xtile and fute leathers, picking bands, pickers
tvdray Iic and pneuvmatic leather, packings Adiaphragms,
vashers, Ta:lway dust shields, razor honing .ea‘bers, in-
dustrial gloves, gauntlets, ieather aprons, ete.

Sport lovers recogpise icather in football, voi -7 bail,
cricket, hockey bali covers, wicket-keeping glo s, grip
leather and guts for tepnis and badminten et

To medical men, leather ‘s 1 life saver—wcoly sheep
skins as bed-pads to preveni bed sores for invalil patients:
orthopaedic leather for the handicapped ; special protestive
wear for nurses, miners and others for occupationai hea, h
and collagen sutnres, pads and odowders for suigice!

operations.

o ihe artisi and interior d :corator, leatherisa: “ich
liked medium. _eather 1s used Or upholsiery. -al hang-
ings, drviders; “arnishing, rabrics, yook-binding <o 1.
book marks: toys, ash rays, glassho. » ., leather? ai e's,
¢« ntinge and ea her wellery.
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Thatever the foibles of fashimn. ieather will change
its appearance to match the moot and the moment, J_'e
versaia . v arnd adaptapility is ieather. groafest strengta,

e role of teather in ety walk of Bt L thus cleat,
¢ let us sxamine ho' . ~t= -t is leather in the
naiton's life.

rndian leather industry is agz ld. Red v onees
are found in  gveda:r v n ‘oday practica y evary
lage has a tanper-co’.lle.. ., agelong - -perfence At
servation. common ~-ase and skills, the Tndian . nner 14s
developed t - 11iques an¢ producis whichhave = =15~
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Mysore and Andhra . leather toys from Indore: £ast India
vegetable tanned leather for expoyt from Madras and fancy
leathers from Calicwita, etc. However this position has
beer: fast changing.

ncia is the single iargest livestock holder in the world
holding arcvn” 180 million cattle, 57 million buffaices,
&7 millior: gt...s and %4 million sheep and with an annual
proc ‘i 11 o0 mi'lion pieces of hides and skins. Cow
hide: < re oLta ned mainly from fallen dead animals and
the aitv ‘¢ noor. However, the Indian goat and red
fa 1y s el sins are unequalled for their quality and go

"3 the making of high cost glace kid and garment leathers.

1¢ industry exists in cotfage, small, medium and
iarge scale sectors. There are 20 mechanised organised
tarineries with a total investment of around one billion
1 pees accounting for on.”~ < ' per cent of the total lea-
Jer troduction

The invy tnient in wediuwm and small scale/cottage
c.ctorsisest ma'e. 1o :around 1.5 billion rupees account
18 for over ¢~ of eather production. Similarly, foot
wear and tataer gocds are produced mestly in small
scale sector "1 1847, the country nroduced only 60 mil-
s0n Pairz o_ .t . footwear and in 1971, over 200 mil-
‘ioi paire 2y 1 71 toyr of this, 00 million of vlastic and
rubber fortwvea: e L.clucew et, the annual per
capit™ ccast mptic  n footwear 3 cnly 0.35 pairs ©s con-
frastac o -5 paire on advanced countries.

he wae erinucsivy | ovides gainful zinployment to

LV rton . .n ig: neople. .Jhe value of leather and ailiad

ust es tc &, s estimated to . aronnd 350C miliion

« pee. w year of this amount, the expoit earnings in

.. ZdLan. 2. /4 acpounis for 1L T million Tupees.

x4, uwm zport dieatherto the tune of s. 1500 mii-
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he stage isnow set - educing the export of leather

... wort ngonly the: riche 'esather troducts. ™o suck

a cro¢ he - nit value wii i1c e@se and exports may )it a
~ O 7 rmpess peak  via-end of the Five Year Pian.

2.0 . o eathorin us -y woncurrent growth is also
M 3 elds of mach.r > ar . marerials manufacture.
‘o7 uvaidety ol ar iaryme*  alshave gone into making
o)f e Jeunha Tngar tann ng agents, oil predicts,
. igioont o, esins, : ~ushe. a > oe'ng ‘ro “iced in India. Tn
« 3 Tecent 3ast indc ne man act™r © havs been a-‘ive
“or n¢ ‘gero 3 prc  tion of macuinery for leather, (oot
vt a goods mas ufacture,
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However, we stili impo1i. “0 a sme ! extent speciality
chemicals ang scphissicaied e-tuipment and. machinery to
the tune of arouna " m™"li, . 1 nesg a

AT

In addition, a variety of by-products from tue leather
industry find use. For examnle, fertili<cy and fedder from
waste hair and blood: ieather board iromu feath: scr -
sausage casings, sutures, catguts: weo! and 1afr
carpets, drug industry: fleshings and trimpangs for »
and gelatine etc.

Leather thus contributes greatiy to the natior's in.
dustrial and economic development. Thers is yet - 1other
impoitant dimension tc this indus ~  mamely, cocial
development.

i,eather industry for long has been cral’ Haged, Jis-
persed, traditional and embedded with irer a, prcjudice
and stigma. Living and working condicus - poer,

production levels and ability to withstand co nwet’ . 1, are
low, and workers in the past have been © & the  1nt of

education and the lzad of intelligentia

One way of looking at it 1s to close down these o
economic units and start modera mechanised tanneries.
But that would mean displacing the traditionai ; “lled
workers. The best way would be to utilise these irbuilt
traditional skills, counling the modern management and
marketing methods, to get better re'urns to the products
and to the workers. Fortunately leather, footwear snd
icather ware industries are amenable for development as
a labour intensive, ‘farming’ out or as an ‘assembly” in-
dastry. £ central modern organisal on and manage-
ment can set up common facility centres for the cotiage
tanner to get his lot tanned and finish-~ ! “irther with an
" tegrated approach. ¢0 age, s;rall and l2 scife se »oTs
could well co-omcrate cne acting as a ‘eeder un™ o e
other. Similarly .ie sentre may have = lesigner, waster
cutter t) cut components, supply these Hmnene its+y ¢ g
cottage worker to stitch . stick  ¢'lece tie fco e r _r
leatherware for auality ccntics . ) 2 2" mar’ ~tag
™1 . way the unempioyed and under r voyed and tradi
tional skills could be fully utilized ~ 1w ye* ¢~ titive
in internation  maer ets, ‘

et another aspec: ig the  ~ma atiached o this in-
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From times Immemoriai leather ac~  ~nse g aud
wott’ ies to serve a multicude of hurnan necds | Paipel
has unigue soperties derived fro its natura. ..~ 1 1en-
s~ -otwor  Leather finds a pride of p e a oY
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