
M A B Studies it1 Sri LanLa 

Preparation of Check Lisis and Handbooks io the Fauna and FIora 
B ,  A ,  A B E Y W ' I C K R A M A  

Sri Eaaka, even though it is a relatively small country, 
has a wide range of errvironmental conciitions aad 
consequently a rich and interesting flora and fauna. 
At a vel:y early period ihis attracted many famous 
fmleigu scienlists. I,irui~.acus hilnself worked on. a colle~tioll 
of Ceylon plants wllcn he was in Leyden and he 
publislied his "Flora Zeylanica" in 1747. 
Somc of his pupils came here and nzade col1ection.s 
from ihc island. By 1900 Ceylon, as it was then called, 
was on.e of the best botanized tropics1 islands. 
Practically all their fiudii~gs? however, were publ.is11cd. 
id foseigrl jour~~als and often 1.n continental European 
languages, and most of tllem are not readily available to 
workers jn Sri Lanka. This and tile inad.equacy, and in 
some inst~iiices the total absence, of guides or handbooks 
to the flora and fauna have been a serious I~andicap 
fbs biologica.1 'field. studies in the island. 

The main objeclivc of t l ~ c  prescn.t psoject is to 
prepare 3aclcgroun.d literature on the local plants and 
animals. 11: was started in 1977 and is centred in the 
Biologica.1 Laboratories of lhe Univcrsily of Colom,bo. 
Und.er this project, specimens are collected and identified., 
and all available literat~~re is collected, studied and 
collated. Usiag this infomation Check Lists of specics, 
kcys to a l~d descriptions of Gerleera, and Handboolts 
for tl~eir ident?fication are prepared. The 
co-ordina,tors are Professor B. A. Abeywickrama 
(Flora studies) and Professor K. D. Arudpragasam 
(Fauna studies) and th.e pril~cipal collaborators are 
Profcssar R.  N .  dc Fo~rscka, Dr. (Ivirs) Uinarance 
Coomaraswamy, Dr. (Mrs) Kaliti Abeynayake, 
Dr. S. Kotagama, Dr. (Mrs) Thelma Gunawardeiaa, 
Mrs. Raujiui Ratnapala, Mrs. P. Arulgnanam, 
Mr. M.  A. R.  Jansea, Miss. I .  Koielawala and 
Mrs. L. I<. Seuaratna. 

Flora stndies: A Handbook to the Families of the 
Monocotyledonous Flowering Plants has been 
completed andis now in press. One on the Djcotyledo~ous 
plalrts is in preparation. As a revision of 
Floweriug Plauts of Srl Lanka 1s bcing carried out m d e ~  
another projeci, studies at gencric and specific levels on 
flowering plants are not bc~ng done under this project. 
As regards flowerless plants preparation of Check 
Lists of t l ~ e  following have been completed. 

E'resh Watcr algae 
Liverworts 
Mosses 
Ferns and Fern All~es 
Fungi parasitic on plants 
Muslzrooms and Toads touls 
Soil Fungi 
Fungi associated with lnsccls 
Macrof~ingi 

160 genera 580 spccies 
69 ,, 190 ,, 

174 ,, 575 ,, 
93 ,, 320 ,, 

255 ,, 750 ,, 
53 ,, 380 ,, 
63 ,, 150 ,, 
62 ,, 160 ,, 

106 ,, 530 ,, 

Several guides and Handbooks to the Genera have also 
been prepared and the present position regarding 
publica~ions is as follows :- 

I .  Acliccklist oftlie L ive r~~ar t so f  SriLanka. 
(B. A. Abcywickrallza and M. A. B. Jansen) 1978. 

2. A. cllccklist of thc Mosscs of Sri Lalika 
(B. A. Abeywickiama and M.  A. B. Jansen ) 1978. 

3. A checklist of the Pteridoplzytes of Sri L a ~ k a  
(B. A. Abeywickrama) 1978. 

4. A Handbook to thc Fungi parasitic on plonts 01 Sri 
Lanka (U . Coauzareswarny) 1979. 

5 .  A Handbook lo the Agarics of Sri Lanka 
(U . Coomaras\vaozy) 1979. 

G .  A Handbook to the Frcshwaler Alg;~c of Sri Lanka 
(,Part I) (E. A. Abeywickrarna 1980). 

7. A Ha~ldboolc to lhe Soil Fungi of Sri Lanka. 
(U. Coonzaraswamy and R. N. de Fonseka) 

8. Tlic Families of the Flowering Plants of Sri Lanka 
Part I - Monocotyledons (B. A. Abeywickrama). 

Faulra studies : Checklists of Land Snails, Mosq11itoes, 
Amphibisns, Reptiles, Birds and Mammais have 
been comnpleted. Some of the111 are in the process of being 
published. The preparation 01 the Check List of 
Buttcrflics (I28 genera with 240 species) and Ants 
(64 genera with 225 spccies) is nearing completion. 
The check list of Rept iles includes 5 families and 8 gen.era 
of chelonians, aild 5 families and 27 genera of 
lizards of wlticll 7 genera with 13 species arc endemic. 
In addition there a.re 21 other endemic species of lizards 
ina,king up a total of 34 endemic spccies. 
47 genera of snakcs have been listed, 4 of thcm bcing 
cndcnic. The total number of e~~demic  species of snakcs 
is 38. The crocodiles are represented in tlze island 
by a single monogeneric family. 

Tile cllecklist of Land Snails brilrgs together information 
~clating to Sri Lanka on this group for tlie firs1 tim, 
and includes 23 familics, 64 gencra and 266 species. 

In addillon to the checklists, illustratedficld kcys have 
bceiz pceparcd for the amphibians alld mammals. 
Short dcscriplions of the species lzavc been mzdc 
using mostly thc extcr~ial fcatures that are casily secrf in 
tile field. These would help laymen jvitli little tech~ical 
knowledge to make quick on tlie spot ~dentifications. 
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